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COST AND RESPONSIBILITY SHARING FOR ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

NOTE: This survey is aimed at farmers only.

1) Are you a livestock, arable or mixed farmer? (please circle)
Livestock
 Mixed 
 
Arable

2) Are you aware of government plans for sharing the costs and responsibility of animal health and welfare? (please circle)
Yes 

No

Arable farmers should skip to Q6. Livestock and mixed farmers should move to Q3.
3) Do you believe that farmers and other experts need more of a say in decision-making when it comes to animal health and welfare issues?

Yes

No

4) How should decisions about animal health and welfare policy be made? (please circle)
By the minister
Joint industry –government working group
By a new body led by farmers
5) If the farming industry is asked to come up with money for cost-sharing, a number of suggestions have been put forward. Which of the following options, if any, would you support (please circle):

· Animal keepers take out insurance against a potential outbreak (this assumes insurance can be obtained). 
Yes 

No

· A payment based on the number of animals kept on the farm. The payment would differ from species to species, according to the disease risks they pose.
Yes 

No

· A levy applied when animals are slaughtered/milk collected.
Yes 

No

· The introduction of an import tax on food.
Yes

No

· The introduction of 1% VAT on all foods containing animal products
Yes 

No

6) Should a disease cost-sharing mechanism be limited to livestock farmers or should it apply to other sectors which benefit from livestock production eg cereal growers? (please circle)
Yes

No

7) Are there other sectors who should contribute? Eg Retailers, consumers, compound feed manufacturers, food service sector.

Yes (please state which ones) 


No

8) If you had to contribute funds do you think it should be ahead of a disease outbreak, so they can be held as a contingency – or afterwards once the costs are known. Or both?

Upfront


After


Both

9) Should hobby farmers and owners of pet farm animals also be asked to contribute to the costs of a disease outbreak? (please circle)
Yes

No

10) Any other comments? (please write overleaf)
This survey can be returned to Farmers Weekly by dropping it at the FW stand or by posting it to Isabel Davies, Farmers Weekly, Quadrant House, The Quadrant, Sutton, Surrey, SM2 5AS. The results will be fed through to DEFRA and will feature on FWiSpace at www.fwi.co.uk/costsharing where you can also add other comments
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