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	 May 2009	 April 2009	 May 2008

AMPE (p/litre)	 19.5	 19.1	 26.2
MCVE (p/litre)	 24.73	 24.65	 29.56
SMP (£/t)	 1500	 1500	 2100
Butter (£/t)	 2025	 1950	 2225
Mild Cheddar (£/t)	 2500	 2500	 2850
Cream (£/t)	 870	 820	 980
 	 May 2009	 April 2009	 May 2009

Dairy farmer numbers (England and Wales)	 11,779	 11,787	 12,309
 	 May 2009	 April 2009	 May 2008

Deliveries to dairies (m litres)	 1,198	 1,144	 1,226
 	 April 2009	 March 2009	 April 2008

Defra farmgate milk price (p/litre)	 23.26	 24.37	 24.95
Source: DairyCo

dairy commodity prices

dairyco datum league table (April)
	 Monthly	 Annual 
	P rice	 Average
Dairy Crest Waitrose 2	 25.67	 28.29
DC M&S – level supply 2	 27.16	 27.50
DC M&S – variable supply 2	 24.91	 27.42
Dairy Farmers of Britain Liquid Tesco 3	 27.14	 27.14
Wiseman Sainsbury 3	 24.96	 26.88
Wiseman Tesco	 24.87	 26.79
Arla Tesco 3	 25.98	 26.62
First Milk Tesco – profile payment 3	 26.50	 26.45
DC Sainsbury – level supply	 26.06	 26.40
DC Sainsbury – seasonal supply	 23.81	 26.31
First Milk Tesco – dual pricing 3	 24.73	 26.28
Milk Link Tuxford & Tebbutt	 25.82	 26.25
Lactalis/Caledonian Cheese 	 25.99	 26.09 
– profile payment
Lactalis/Caledonian Cheese 	 23.19	 25.69 
– seasonal supply
Arla Asda	 25.05	 25.67
Milk Link Cumbrian Direct Group	 25.64	 25.64
Grahams Dairies	 25.54	 25.54
Lactalis/Caledonian Cheese	 25.49	 25.49
Claymore Dairies	 23.61	 25.29
DC cheese Davidstow – level supply	 24.66	 25.00
Arla non-aligned	 24.35	 24.97
DC cheese Davidstow 	 22.42	 24.92 

– seasonal supply	
Parkham Farms	 22.14	 24.90
Wiseman Partnership	 22.96	 24.88
Wensleydale 1	 24.84	 24.84
Meadow Foods – level supply	 24.85	 24.81
Meadow Foods	 24.35	 24.75
Milk Link London liquid	 24.78	 24.75
DC liquid – level supply	 24.36	 24.70
Arla AFMP	 24.05	 24.67
Paynes Dairies	 24.65	 24.65
DC liquid – seasonal supply	 22.11	 24.61
Milk Link northern expansion 	 24.56	 24.55 
– seasonal supply
Barber AJ & RG	 23.50	 24.47
Milk Link manufacturing 	 20.56	 24.40 
– seasonal supply
Milk Link manufacturing – A&B pricing	23.77	 24.31
Milk Link northern expansion 	 23.77	 24.31 
– A&B pricing
Joseph Heler	 24.01	 24.01
Belton Cheese	 23.94	 23.94
Wyke Farms	 22.14	 23.84
First Milk H&I area – profile payment	 23.67	 23.62
First Milk H&I area – dual pricing	 22.11	 23.60
South Caernarfon Creameries	 21.88	 22.87
First Milk liquid – profile payment	 22.63	 22.58

First Milk liquid – dual pricing	 21.16	 22.58
Glanbia Llangefni	 22.09	 22.52
First Milk compositional 	 22.35	 22.32 
– profile payment
First Milk compositional – dual pricing	20.89	 22.32
Saputo/Dansco – level supply	 21.64	 21.64
Saputo/Dansco – seasonal supply	 20.34	 21.27
DFB liquid London premium	 20.55	 20.71
United Dairy Farmers (NI) 4	 17.81	 20.54
DFB liquid Midland premium	 20.20	 20.36
DFB liquid	 19.80	 19.96
DFB compositional	 19.70	 19.86

Notes:
1 Unconfirmed. 2 The milk prices listed above will vary according to the 
amount of milk that is required by each retailer. Additional milk will be 
paid for at the conventional liquid milk price of Dairy Farmers of Britain 
(DFoB) and Dairy Crest (DC) respectively. The milk price above assumes 
that all litres produced are sold into the dedicated milk pools. 3 Farmers 
signed up with the Promar costings survey get an additional 0.50ppl. 4 
The UDF annual average price is not calculated in the same way as other 
prices on the league table as it is based on rolling price information – 
caution should be used in using information for comparison.

Milk prices are ranked according to the annual average price that would 
be paid on a contract for 12 months going forward if the present price 
schedule remained the same. Prices listed above are exclusive of: 
Capital Retentions, Administration Charges, Farmer Group Subscriptions, 
and VAT, but are inclusive of: DairyCo Levy, Seasonality.  
For more information visit www.dairycodatum.org.uk

 
Global commodity market pric-
es are showing signs of stabilis-
ing as the EU milk production  
season passes its peak and before the  
Oceanic season begins in earnest.

However, price predictions for 
the coming months are mixed, with 
some analysts predicting higher  
global prices because of relatively 
low milk production in key export-
ing countries. 

Others suggest a short-term rise 
in prices is less likely with the USA 
reintroducing its version of export 
subsidies and the latest Fonterra 
auction recording a fall in price for 
whole-milk powder.

Closer to home, the beginning of 
the soft fruit season has meant that 
bulk cream prices are edging closer 
to £1000/t, from £870/t in May. 
With falling incomes from cream 
being cited as a reason for price 
cuts on liquid milk contracts earlier 
in the year, this upward movement 
should help prevent further cuts.

Despite April milk production 
increasing on last year, May’s milk 

By Helen Eustace
DairyCo

Markets stable as EU 
milk peak passes

production returned to the declin-
ing trend. UK production for May 
totalled 1.2bn litres, 28m litres 
(2.3%) lower than last year. 

Although it is still early days, 
the quality of first-cut silage looks 
more promising than recent years. 

It is likely many farmers will take  
advantage of this and use less 
bought-in feeds later in the year to 
reduce pressure on margins. This 
suggests we are unlikely to experi-
ence a large increase in production 
this year.
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